DANTE ALIGHIERI
THE NEW LIFE
(LA VITA NUOVA)
in that part of the book of my memory before the
which is little that can be read, there is a rubric, saying,
Indpit Vita Nova.1 Under such rubric I find written
many things; and among them the words which I
purpose to copy into this little book; if not all of them,
at the least their substance.
Nine times already since my birth had the heaven
of light returned to the self-same point almost, as
concerns its own revolution, when first the glorious
Lady of my mind was made manifest to mine eyes;
even she who was called Beatrice by many who knew
not wherefore.2 She had already been in this life for
so long as that, within her time, the starry heaven had
moved towards the Eastern quarter one of the twelve
parts of a degree; so that she appeared to me at the
beginning of her ninth year almost and I saw her almost
at the end of my ninth year. Her dress, on that day,
was of a most noble colour, a subdued and goodly
crimson, girdled and adorned in such sort as best suited
with her very tender age. At that moment, I say most
truly that the spirit of life, which hath its dwelling in
the secretest chamber of the heart, began to tremble so
violently that the least pulses of my body shook there-
with ; and in trembling it said these words : Ecce dms
1 ' Here beginneth the new life.'
• In reference to the meaning of the name, 'She who confers
blessing'. We learn from Boccaccio that this first meeting took
place at a May Feast, given in the year 1274 by Folco Portinari,
father of Beatrice, who ranked among the principal citizens of
Florence: to which feasfc Dante accompanied his father, Alighiero
Alighien.

